
First Sunday of  Advent
Gathering/Preparation to Receive God’s Word

PRELUDE Chuck Messerschmidt

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Sharon Steinberger

OPENING SENTENCES (from Revelation 22)
Leader: Jesus says I am coming soon.
People: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus!
Leader: The day of  the Lord is surely coming;
People: the promise of  God will be fulfilled.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE The Carlson Family

GATHERING SONG #9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (blue hymnal)

CALL TO WORSHIP (from the gospel accounts of  Matthewand Luke)
Leader: And there appeared to him an angel of  the Lord standing on the right

side of  the altar of  incense.  And Zechariah was troubled when he saw
him and fear fell upon him.

People: But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah”.
Leader: And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is

with you!”  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of  greeting this might be.

People: And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary”.
Leader: And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping

watch over their flocks by night.  And an angel of  the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of  the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear.

People: And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you
good news of  great joy that will be for all the people”.

Leader: And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.

People: But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of  the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, Son of  David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is
from the Holy Spirit”.

Leader: Come, join with me in singing together our Hymn of  Praise,People
Look East, hymn #12 in the blue hymnal.



HYMN OF PRAISE #12 People Look East (blue hymnal)

CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF PARDON
People: God of  the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations

under your rule.  We confess that we have not expected your
kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring your promised
judgment.  We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, and refuse
your justice and peace.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Grant us
wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure
when Christ comes to judge the world.

(time of  silent confession)

GLORIA PATRI - Hymn #579

PASSING OF THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of  Christ be with you!
People: And also with you!
Leader: Let us share the peace of  Christ with one another!

Hymn #9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v.1
TIME WITH CHILDREN
Hymn #9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v.3

Word/Receiving God’s Word
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy God, our hope and strength, by the power of  your Spirit prepare the way in our
hearts for the coming of  your Word, so that we may see the glorious signs of  your
promise fulfilled; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
Old Testament: Zechariah 9: 9 - 12
New Testament: Revelation 22: 1 - 6

Leader: The word of  God, for the people of  God.
People: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Almost Peace”
Pastor, Eddie Mariel



Response/Responding to God’s Word
INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY Chuck Messerschmidt

DOXOLOGY - Hymn #592

PRAYER’S OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN #5 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (blue hymnal)

BENEDICTION

RESPONSE SONG #56 The First Nowell (refrain only) (blue hymnal)


